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e Contemporary Western Philosophy
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How did we get to where we are today? Why has the world changed so much in
the last 400 years? What were people thinking? What were their ideas?
The world of modern philosophy influences and is influenced by the science of
Copernicus, Galileo and Newton. These men had a huge effect on everyone and
everything that was to follow. It is with their questioning of nature and truth that
was to lead to the revolutions in all areas of thought to the present day, and
Nietzsche’s declaration: “God is dead.”
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philosophy in contemporary life. Does it have any relevance to us today? , 3 A+
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Ui/ HSCERFE KM | Starting with Descartes’ Cogito, movements such as Rationalism, Empiricism and
Transcendental Idealism will be discussed. The effects of the Enlightenment and
Existentialism will lead us into more contemporary dialogues of Animal Rights,
the skin of Language and Love.

SEEER 1) Meaning of Philosophy Comparing and sharing ideas about what Philosophy
encompasses
2) Introduction to Western Philosophy  The Greeks and their inheritance
followed by the Dark Ages
3) Descartes and the Cogito Insights into how Philosophy became
transformed into the modern age.
4) Empiricism  John Locke and the tabula rasa. What do we know?  Our
senses, reality and illusion.
5) The Matrix  The red pill or the blue pill?
6) The Enlightenment Revolution and its aftermath
7) ldealism Kant and the external world
8) Marx Communist Manifesto
9) God, gods and mothers of gods.  Who or what is your god?
10) Camus, Sartre and de Beauvoir
11) Love and Marriage Does Love exist? If so, how far would you go for love? Is
marriage still relevant in the 21st century?
12) Animal Rights Should we all be vegetarians? Good and Evil. Relativism
and morality
13) Free will or Determinism Have you ever felt imprisoned? Are you in any
way a slave?
14) Philosophical pick Think and discuss each idea.
15) Final week and look back at the semester ~ Handing in the final report
16) Nietzsche Surpassing Man

HEHRER | GREEEEE B2, FFESKX

p 2 -~ B e

TR A | R, B

2




REASTEENEE  BEERMTERAISHERE 2, odlsEs  HBERE
TR R BEEEE , BRERE
T%ﬁﬂmfgﬁ%,ﬁﬁﬂm, BEny

AT ERATERATES |, RS LIiRS

fEEHE

%%-
(==
SIS
i
ISBN :
RROAS

SEERE

Any books , websites or articles you read on philosophy will help in your
understanding. A good general introduction put into story form is 'Sophie's World'
by Jostein Gaarder.
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We will be using a variety of formats.
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Please try not to wonder in too late. | do call out the register and if you miss the
first part of class the rest may make no sense. If you are tired after lunch take a
nap and drink a strong coffee to get your brain working, you may need it in this
class.




